Jan. 22 LDPCA Meeting Minutes

Cherie Ward - TedxLeDroit Park

-Howard University, Cramton Auditorium, on Feb. 27 (Wed.) from 6-8 pm, doors open at 5:30. Free to the public; first 200 people get invited to a reception

-Focus is on rich cultural diversity in LeDroit Park, improving positive image and aspects

-Register at www.eventbrite.com (type in TedX LeDroit Park for registration to appear) 


-Website is tedx@tedxledroitpark

Maybelle Bennett and Derrek Niec-Williams– Howard University Master Plan

-Targets housing 60- percent of eligible student body on campus (freshmen and sophomores have live-on requirement; 2 new dormitories; finished renovating Howard Plaza Towers; getting ready to renovate the old Howard Hotel (where the Starbucks is) – project was made eligible for tax-exempt funding with community support 

-Seeking to use that tax-exempt funding for two projects: Harriet Tubman Women’s Quad and Terrell & Washington Houses 
-101 on Tax Exempt Funding – Howard is not seeking money from DC to fund the renovation; HU has secured a financial partner who is bringing private capital.  Rather, asking DC for tax-exempt treatment for its financing and for the property.

-Properties in question are currently treated as tax exempt (and it is how most Howard University properties are currently treated)

-Harriet Tubman Quad – freshman female residence hall across from the reservoir, planned delivery ~Fall 2019; ~40 million project cost
-Terrell & Washington Houses


-Terrell House – use as student-centered resource space


-Washington House – use as university guest house

-Status update on both building: finalizing negotiations with a not-for profit (institutional) tenant/operator; architect and general contractor selected for both properties; anticipated budget is over $3 million, received NPS Grant in 2018; expected delivery late 2019/early 2020


-Phase 1 – environmental remediation


-Phase II – façade stabilization 

-Design development ongoing, acquired new property management service to take care of uptake

-Project under consideration that will come back to group for support if move forward – mixed use wellness center and recreation facility
-Community voted to support the university’s application to use tax-exempt financing to advance these projects. 12-2.  
Public Safety Concerns
Councilwoman Nadeau:  Everyone deserves to live in neighborhood where feel safe; some things she can do directly and some things she partners with others on.  Making sure MPD has the budget and resources they need; part is also doing reform re: criminal justice.  NEAR Act – solutions to public safety need to be more public health based.  This is an effort to really start making a change. Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement created as part of NEAR Act.  Really see herself as the convener tonight so that we can get all information out to the community.
Third District Commander Emerman: certainly have seen an uptick in crime over past 6 weeks-2 months.  All have been alarming to MPD.  What we have done in response is changed deployment tactics, utilizing both marked and unmarked vehicles and other methods (on foot, on bikes). Deployed light tower.  Clearly more to address. Executed search warrants in the area, made an arrest in the area last week.  Underlying problem is too many guns in the community that people are able to get their hands on.  Priority is to get guns off our streets.

District of Columbia Housing Authority Chief of Police Joel Maupin: Working on what word is on the street – neighborhood disputes, bad actors.  Very concerned with 2000 block of V and have been working with commander for quite some time.  In response to recent events, collaborated on deployment and worked with homicide team, looked at camera systems in Kelly Miller and noticed some not operating so technicians went out to make sure all cameras working and available, as both a preventative and investigative tool; city has also put more resources in the community (deployed officers spending time in LeDroit and Kelly Miller).

Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement Dir. McFadden - introduced violence interrupter (Mr. Dodson) working in this community. Non-law enforcement effort - try to get at the heart of the matter - causation. There are lots of mental health issues with young folks - PTSD, various childhood traumas - working to create spiderweb support around these individuals.  This includes food, clothing, and job opportunities. Working with a LeDroit park individual and individuals in surrounding communities in their Pathways program - if you know people who are good candidates for Pathways Program, reach out to ONSE. This approach takes time.

Councilwoman Nadeau- have some of the strictest gun laws on the books but MD and VA do not, so lots of issues with illegal guns. Extreme Risk Civil Protection Act passed last year, which gives residents and police more tools to reduce access to firearms by those who are a risk to themselves or others.

Question: Relation of recent shooting to homicide.  Answer: still not sure and investigating all open cases. From what hearing, may have been an isolated incident.

Question – (individual from Westminster Street Association):  1. What is the city doing to take violent offenders off streets for good – there is too much responsibility on individuals to make community impact statements, neighbors to report, etc. If guns involved, you should go away. 2. Not doing enough to shut down establishments attracting individuals. Answer - when can say with certainty there is a link between establishment and a specific violent crime, some police power to shut down establishment for short time (72-96 hours).

Question – Civic association did a survey re: measures to take - most support was for greater surveillance of activities. Encouraging to hear housing now has functional cameras. How much area do cameras cover? Answer: Security officer at desk in monitoring cameras and supposed to call police if spot illegal/bad activity. Cameras placed down 4th street and V and W streets.  Would only catch activity that is within the scope of cameras -can’t cover every angle.

Question – Getting information? Answer: Third District puts out arrests/crimes on listserv every day.  Also opportunities to make community impact statements; prosecution notices also go out on the listserv.

Question – Other strategies communities can do to make MPD jobs easier? Camera rebate program. MPD asks you to register so that when crime occurs MPD can come ask for footage. Another thing is calling when seeing anything criminal or suspicious. Would rather you call and be wrong than not call. 911 is not the same as MPD – can directly call MPD.

Question - Anything seeing being done in other communities to address violence interruption? Three contracts city wide - anything to build cohesion or trust. What about places to volunteer. Take a look at ServeDC. About to be rebuilding park - DPR also has program called Roving Leaders. Collaborative Solutions is the contractor doing work in ward one.

Community Announcements – Councilwoman Nadeau holding community hours next Monday night (1/28) at Potter’s House 6-8; Warning about Pepco scam phone calls; The Park at LeDroit community meeting being held re: field renovations on Jan. 31 at 7 pm at St. George’s Episcopal Church (160 U Street NW); MPD 3rd district meeting being held 1/24 at 7 pm; Executive Office of the Mayor Open House on Feb. 24; Mayor’s office is taking action to help 144,000 district residents acted by shutdown, including mortgage loans
